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Program Notes

In 2020 and 2021, I spent an extended amount of time in my hometown of Saint Paul, Minnesota where I lived
through a true and bitter midwest winter for the first time in a long time. This experience inspired me to write a series
of pieces that dealt with the imagery and sensations of winter, inflected by my particular memories of growing up in
Minnesota. With Snow Fractals, I represent winter in a more modest and mellow way than some of my other snow works,
which deal with a wider variety of emotions associated with the season. Instead, Snow Fractals freezes a moment in time,
and in so doing cherishes both the hibernal beauty and bitterness within that single instance. In this way, the piece
freezes time itself, preserving the characteristics of my childhood winters from the ongoing effects of climate change.

Snow Fractals was written in winter 2021-2022, and was commissioned by and written for Loop38 with support from the
Eric Stokes Fund. It is dedicated to Jacob Schafer.

--Aaron Israel Levin

Duration: 6-/ minutes (likely closer to six than seven)
This score is in C.

To the juror/panelist:
If time 1s limited, please listen to the following excerpt:
* 0:42-2:46 (mm. 17-74, p. 2)

Copyright © 2022 Aaron Israel Levin
for more information, contact aaron.i.levin@gmail.com
visit aaronisraellevin.com; listen at soundcloud.com/aaronilevin
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Snow Fractals

for flute, clarinet, violin, and cello
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1) Ve.: Alternations between stopped pitches and their harmonic nodes should oscillate between the two different pitches while maintaining the
same finger position; blend betweene both pitches is acceptable. Feel free to alternate between position ordinario and sul ponticello.
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1) Vln.: Alternations between stopped pitches and their harmonic nodes should oscillate between the two different pitches while maintaining the
same finger position; blend betweene both pitches is acceptable. Feel free to alternate between position ordinario and sul ponticello.
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1) FL.: Timbre tremolo: tremolo as fast as possible between the two given notes. Always bring out the top note unless otherwise noted. Major/minor
seconds can be treated like trills. The intent is to create a coloristic effect that is akin to bisbigliando or timbre trills, but which is ultimately
melodic. Blend between pitches (and other pitches that might naturely occur) is welcome. Fingering charts are given as guide, but need not be
strictly adhered to at the discretion of the performer.



Timbre 11

91 o o o
2 £ £ =
)’ A ] D] D) D] I
V AN - e) - A & D] = 3
Fl. (0 _Z I /A [Q] I
\QJ)/ %t 3 % Y 3
pp
0 bg | 4 4 "
)” A ) P2 ) P-J ) P D) P-J I/
o [eFH——— ;
e % % & % & &
pp
tune to FL
#-'_ o d d ® - o " X
= = a sord. con sord. ] = ~
’(Q ) F_F ﬁ D) - )] 7 D) I
Vin. |y 7= % 7 r %
S £ 3 47 y £ 3
n beneath flute
D ) - D) - ) - D] - I
Ve. |E=F A i roi PA
§ 7% £ 3 g2 3 Yy 7%
Timbre trem. sempre —
95 AQ_/ \'_ {\h;\/\/\ /_/}
I— 1 el el VN
oy ; A ) R
Fl. l”Lﬁ Lil I I I — va va I I I/ I
ANIVARS 3 1 1 —— | VA 1 1 | 4
D) [y [ I I f [ (|
p— ——
QT T I T T T T A e e P
ClL (%
\e)
r
~5 P I~ S
v 0 £ (E) :!‘r ﬁ gﬁ h=al ﬁ via sord.
)’ 4 I 0
Vin. |He—F% I I 7 7 a 5 -
ANV 3 1 1 |4 1 | 4
e) |_3_l |_3_l
P ° tu%_
E
ve |3 = = , ————
74 ‘ T /
N |_3_| |_3_|
P beneath flute
bring out F4
98 T~~~ &
2 E 5 ‘ﬁg 3 HE—% : o —3
i i ) —e ® t t
r. | | | = —, .
e 1 5 ] L5 > | " —
_ —_—
Y blend w. Vin, /"
Cl y 4 Lid — < <. 7 — — ¥ .
’ { %vn F 17 — TS ]
N
ppp
on the string
senza sord. /\
#:ﬁ:ﬁ 3 e 3 #:5 £ £ g 3 #:E e 3 e
'/ +— _— +— T— T— T— T— — T— _— +— _— +—
Vin - ""‘PIE‘ e Fécécg ek Ee Sk e 2
PP sotto voce —_— T
—~ — —~ P
< el e £
v§ £ fl-#s* % ST % - T T # T
Ve. _‘)E I i zv/ I |P
N L 5 | 5 ’V ! 5 |_3_|




12

101
/Q —3
FL. |Hey— & 7— I I
NV P P =X
D) I;\ 2 2 o°
solo
N =< 3 —3—— | espr e cant. sempre
H—F . f f T T
Cl [ fam) I L/ I I I I
NV I | 4 P P I [
NCe) ® o o L4 [ Iy —
— 4 o
N —
p
j ce 22 pr 2/E 2 2/ 2 24 2 & 2 & AN NN
) —E= £ -~ £E'E £E E'E E £ £ £ £ e e e e £
#‘ £ e i i i i i i i i B —F < < < < <
Vln. "\D | | | | | | | | | | | 1 | 1 | </ ././ </ <7 </
D)
—_—t
N
ve. |BE = = e e e e e
7 /. e L <7 < ® @
N | = : e —
pp
104 tune to Cl.
() 5. T5—
)’ 4 Pl | I —
FlL. |He~— —e—a — - o -
ANV P * 7/] I W)
0 _9o° e | 4
<p -0
1) Timbre trem. sempre —
—5—1
() — T3 r—3— 5 | |
)" 4 L i Pl | I ) I
A\ - — < = - C—
N e) 1] — N —
@
mp espr:
o~ o~ —
) ) r r 3 r3 > 4
0 =\ A\ A g e £ £ £
vin = e = = == ="
& 3 —,
n mp
Vc.iﬁ;;;;;;:;f:f{]f-‘;f-‘i;‘.=.=.=.=.=.=.=.=
S R — e ———
poco pp E—
107 emerge from Vln. &r
7 () — —3 .
e . .~ - = oo 3
Fl [ fam) 7 I I I I yAY ﬁ_
NV I I I I 1L
e) |_3_| |_3_| T~ N———
p— — mp
,\
n 3 W3S s — e AN
)’ 4 IR —— | I A\ - T T I I IAY I I I N D)
Cl R . . K - j‘Ed 7  ——
R 3 33 3 3% — |
~— T T — ~~—
B
1 to FL.
’79\-/.6 e solo; cant. e espr. sempre (sul D) port. espr. sempre 53—
) F —3— |/3/I|/I\u N
vin. |5 & - Ne o t—3F P —
NV ~ 7 T _— ] I I I = 3
Q) 1] —1 H J |\ y Y I I I —1
- - — 83— |L—3— L
— =
pp mp —
/\
2 o e o 29/ ol e [P e /A e rE| 22 a e e e e
red )
Vc.i&;;;;;;ﬁ-‘;-‘J-;’f-‘i-;’.:;;;;.:;;;;;.:z
N e e ey
pPp —_—

1) CL.: Timbre tremolo: tremolo as fast as possible between the two given notes. Always bring out the top note unless otherwise noted. Major/minor
seconds can be treated like trills. The intent is to create a coloristic effect that is akin to bisbigliando or timbre trills, but which is ultimately
melodic. Blend between pitches (and other pitches that might naturely occur) is welcome.
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1) Fl.: The passage from m. 151 to the end can be treated similarly to the timbre tremolo effect. Blend between pitches (and other pitches that
might naturely occur) is welcome. Although the passage is notated with rhythmic accuracy, the performer need not strictly adhere to the sixteenth
note pulse; rather, the coloristic oscillation is most important.
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